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You don't belong to JTown, JTown belongs to you!
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How Do You Jew?

JTown offers inspired, fun, and meaningful experiences
that create relationships, make connections, and build community
for Jews and those who share their lives.

A Rose By Any Other Name Is Just A Rose
JTown is so proud to announce that we have received a very
generous grant from Rose Community Foundation.
Yes, we did announce a grant last month too--A Staenberg Anything Grant
through JEWISHcolorado, which was for much needed technology,
including computers and accounting software. Who knows what will
happen by next month...
This new funding from Rose Community Foundation will allow JTown to
continue to fulfill our mission of creating community opportunities for Jews and the people who
share their lives. It will do four things in particular:

Current Events

Getting You Down?
The best cure is doing
something good for
others!
Project Our Town already
has over 30 confirmed
social action projects and
it is only June! We are
helping so many really
amazing organizations,
adding new projects, and
bringing in new volunteers
every day.
There are many ways to
get involved now! You can
help shape the projects
and truly make a
difference.
See page 4 for more info!

k Help us keep our programming affordable.
k Enable us to welcome many more people to our High Holiday Services this fall.
k Expand the capacity of Project Our Town, enabling us to help many more worthwhile

organizations and people in our community. See page 4 for more info about Project Our Town.

k Double the number of teens we can serve in our BBYO South Chapter, hopefully transitioning

over the next few years into separate AZA (boys) and a BBG (girls) chapters.

We often find ourselves in the office pinching each other, wondering how we got so lucky to be
able to do what we love, with people we love, for reasons we love.
Hopefully, we will be sharing progress and good news with you every month in this newsletter. But,
right now, we are so content and humbled by the support of our family and friends, our peers, and
now the greater Denver Jewish Community. To know that they see and believe in our mission is so
validating. It inspires us to do our absolute best to be deserving of the generosity of this
community.
As always, please let us know if you have ideas or requests! We would also love for you to get
involved if you have not already! Want to meet for coffee or stop by the office for a visit? Contact
us anytime at info@jtownco.org or 720-920-9086.

Until next month,

Cindy & Amy
Message received from a J-Fan: "We love being a part of JTown and what you have brought
to the community. It’s a breath of fresh air to come to Shabbat and feel as if we are with
family. We have so much fun, to say the least, and always leave smiling. We love you and
look forward to our next JTown event!"

Upcoming Events
Concert at Hudson Gardens

Epic Summertime JBash!

Sunday, June 17

5:00pm $10/person

Tickets $37 at hudsongardens.org

Includes hamburgers, hot dogs, sides and dessert
(vegetarian option will be available) BYOB! Only
cans allowed--no glass bottles.

38 Special

Doors: 5:30pm - Concert: 7:30pm

Join a group of your favorite JTown peeps for a fun
summer night and the perfect finale to Father’s Day
Weekend! If you have not been to a concert at Hudson
Gardens in the summertime, you are in for a treat! Grab
your lawn chairs and settle in for some really tasty food,
truck fare, blast-from-the-past music, and a lot of dancing &
carryin’ on (if you so choose...If not, you can just sit and
laugh at the others)!

HE/SHE-BREWS

Summer Brewery Tours

Colorado is the epicenter of craft breweries for the country,
and we will be exploring a few great ones in the south
suburbs this summer! Try some new beers, hang out with
some JTown peeps, and enjoy a casual night out.
5:30pm and no RSVP needed--Just show up.

Look for the attractive people in the JTown shirts!

Saturday, June 30 at Washington Park

You want to HOLD THIS DATE. Mark it in pen! It is
going to be a perfect Colorado summer day in JTown!
Food, fun, and friends!

We will have music, lawn games and, if you come,
everything we need for a perfect summertime
evening.
We have a beautiful section of the park reserved
with a huge fireplace, tables, grills, and right next
to parking and restrooms. Feel free to come early
and partake in all of the fun activities at the park,
biking, walking, paddle-boarding, etc.
RSVP HERE NOW! Our numbers are somewhat
limited based on the site we reserved. Directions
to site will be sent following registration.

June 22: Grist Brewery--Highlands Ranch
9150 Commerce Center Cir #300

July 20: Blue Spruce Brewery
Aug 3:

Dry Dock Brewery

Aug 31: Breckenridge Brewery &
Carboy Winery

ABBA The Concert: A Tribute to ABBA
Friday, August 24 at Levitt Pavillion

Doors at 5:30 PM | Show at 7:00 PM

$20/person

JTown has 20 tickets and we want YOU to join us. Grab
your inner dancing queen and join us on the lawn because,
oy, mamma mia , it is going to be a fun night!
Levitt Pavilion Denver is a beautiful, new state-of-the-art
concert facility and located in Ruby Hill Park at 1380 West
Florida Ave Denver, CO 80223, which is near 1-25 and
Santa Fe.
Get your tickets at jtownco.org/upcoming-events

June 15 | July 13 | August 10
SERVICE: Join us for a meaningful lay-led service. Please
let us know if you are interested in leading a reading or
prayer! Prior to the Mi Shebeyrach and Kaddish , you will
have an opportunity to say the names of any loved ones
who are in need of prayers of healing, have recently
passed, or for whom you are observing a yahrzeit.
DINNER: If you haven't been to one of our Shabbat
Dinners yet, you are missing out! There isn't a quiet
moment, there is home-made challah, and it's really
heimishe (friendly, down to earth, familiar, with a sense
of belonging). We provide a catered dinner with a
vegetarian option, challah, dessert, and wine. You don't
need to bring a thing!
Come to just the service, just the dinner, or both.
RSVP HERE for the June 15 dinner.
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AROUND TOWN...

Happiness was had by all at the
JTown Happy Hour!

Top left: Picking up our new computers. Thank you Staenberg
Family Foundation! This is what Christmas must feel like!
Top Right: The day we got the check from Rose Foundation
was a very, very good day!
Bottom left: Project our Town Leadership Council members
Lin Sunshine, LeAnn Hait, and Joann Cantor
Bottom right: Pizza and Beer party at the Beckers. The BEST
way ever to end Passover!

From Our BBYO Leadership:
BBYO South is a new Jewish youth group chapter for the Highlands Ranch, Lone Tree, Littleton and south areas
of Denver. We are excited to be the youth group for JTown, our amazing sponsors. We are very involved with
community service work, social events, and attending Friday night Shabbat Services with JTown. We try to get as
many teens involved and let them help plan and run programs. We have very good turnouts at our events, averaging
about 10 members at each one.
We are a co-ed chapter involving both BBG (for girls) and AZA (for boys) which means we carry ideas and "folds"
from both. Getting involved is a great way to make new friendships and learn new things that we will use
throughout our lifetime. We also believe that this is a great way to meet new people in the Jewish community and
to strengthen your Jewish identity.
This summer, we have many events planned. We are doing a BBQ and meeting, a Zoo Scavenger Hunt and Camp
Out, attending the JTown Picnic, and much more!
If you know of any High School teens interested in getting involved in our awesome chapter, please send us a note
at info@jtownco.org.
Chelsea Becker, Chapter President
Julia Frank, Chapter Vice President
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On November 10 & 11, we will be mobilizing teams of volunteers and
sending them out into the greater Denver community to participate in a
wide range of social action projects. This two-day experience will have a
lasting impact, not only on many worthy organizations, causes, and
individuals, but also for the volunteers themselves.

DRIVES FOR BETTER LIVES
Monthly Drives:

We have volunteer opportunities available
NOW and through the event weekend!
Our goal for this first year is to have 750+ volunteers out in the
community to complete 75+ PROJECTS. We expect to grow
every year as we build on our success. There are so many
ways to be a part of this amazing project and at whatever level
and time-commitment that is comfortable for you.
Our commitment is to make it a meaningful experience for you.
Contact us and we will work with you to find the perfect fit!

PROJECTS
Projects are very diverse and include things like: working in a
food pantry, hosting parties or entertainment in nursing homes
or veterans centers, preparing meals at Denver Children’s
Home or Ronald McDonal House, collecting school supplies for
those who cannot afford them, knitting blankets and hats for
the homeless or people going through cancer treatments,
assembling gift bags for parents of children who are
hospitalized, audio recording books for the visually impaired,
and so much more!

Get Involved Now!
Our next meeting of the Project Our Town Planning Committee
is Monday, June 11th at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Abby
Goldsmith! (5607 E. Southmoor Circle) The meeting will
include WINE AND PEANUT M & M'S!!! Now who would want
to miss that??
Things are progressing so
beautifully and we have a lot
to update you about! Please
let us know whether or not
you are able to attend at
info@projectourtown.org.
All are welcome!

ProjectOurTown.org

May: Canned food & non-perishables THANK YOU to those who
donated food in May. It was all delivered to the Weinberg Food
Pantry and they were thrilled to receive such a generous donation!
June: Toiletries for Nate's Way (see info below)
July/August: School supplies, backpacks & books for Denver
Metro area children in need and Lunchbox Express
September: Kid’s clothing & women’s work attire for Clothes to
Kids, Dress for Success, and Warren Village
October: Diapers and baby items for BabiesNow! and Newborns
in Need

June Drive: Toiletries

DO YOUR SHARE TO HELP WITH PERSONAL CARE
Items collected will benefit our community's homeless through:
Nate's Way (see below)
The following NEW and UNOPENED items are being collected
during the month of June:
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Brushes/Combs
Deodorant
Razors
Soap
Shampoo/Conditioner Lip Balm
First Aid Items
Feminine Products
Shoe Laces
Sunscreen
Nail Files & Clippers
Dental Floss
Bugspray
Hotel toiletries and things purchased from the dollar stores
are great options!

Please take items to one of our drop-off locations:
Bakers Way: 8181 E. Arapahoe Road
Bullock Mortuary: 1375 E. Hampden Avenue

Nate's Way

The world lost a very special person on
September 30, 2017. The beloved son of Clint
and Debbie Burnette, who was also a brother,
grandson, uncle and friend and tragically lost
his life to suicide at the age of 27.
Nate's Way has been created in his honor by those who loved him.
Nate was very passionate about caring for people in need, and
had recently met a homeless man with whom he developed a very
special friendship.
Nate's family, friends, and community give food, clothing and
toiletries to the homeless in Civic Center Park on the 9th of every
month.
Please support his family as they grieve this unimaginable loss by
donating needed supplies. Please use drop-off locations above or
contact us to make other arrangements at
info@projectourtown.org.
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MISC.
MAY DONATIONS:

What Being a JTowner Means to Me
I was one of the first people to come to JTown, within a
week or so after this new organization announced its
inception. It was for the High Holidays last year, and it was
amazing to experience services in a whole new way, one that
resonated with me and all the people sharing the
experience. The services were more meaningful than any I
can remember attending in the past. So much thought was
put into making the meaning of the high holidays come
alive, no matter the level of Jewish background of the
participant.
Since the holidays, I have attended Shabbat services and
dinners on many occasions. The services have been so rich
with meaning and relevance, presented in a comfortable and
informal way. I have participated in the service many times
by reading passages that were so inspirational. This has
added to my level of comfort and connection with my JTown
family. After services, staying for the dinners is a wonderful
opportunity to shmooze and meet great people. Everyone is
so warm and welcoming, and I felt at home immediately! I
have made so many great connections with people I can
relate to, and look forward to getting to know them better.

Howard & Shari Wolsky
in honor of our sister Ellen's wedding
Jeffery and Amy Becker
in honor of the amazing work of our BBYO South
Chapter
Shelley Gold and Carol Singer
in honor of our children and grandchildren
Rob & Cindy Abramson
in honor of our moms-Happy Mother's Day!
Amy & Cindy
in honor and love of the JMamas, Renee & Carol
Anonymous Donor
in memory of our beloved parents, we miss you
Howard & Shari Wolsky
in honor of our daughter Alissa's trip to Israel

WAYS TO SUPPORT JTOWN

Donations:

Amy and Cindy are visionaries! They have created something
so needed in Denver and the country today! JTown is an
evolving community that we are perfecting as we go along.
There are so many ways to get involved, depending on each
individual’s interests. Interested in social programming?
They’ve got it! Want to get involved in social action? They’ve
got that too! Want to attend lay-led services? You will love
attending services at JTown! ~ Carol

We can only do what we do with of the generosity of our
donors. If you are able, your support and giving spirit
will help us continue to build and sustain our vision.
Donations also make meaningful gifts and memorials for
loved ones, and are a beautiful way of honoring a person,
a life event, or saying thank you! All donations will
be acknowledged in the JTown monthly e-newsletter
(unless otherwise specified). DONATE HERE

THANK YOU!!!

Having an event underwritten gives us the perfect
opportunity to get people to try a JTown event and feel a
part of the community. It also helps us offer assistance to
those who would not otherwise be able to afford to
attend.

To all those who donated Food and non-perishables for
our May Project Our Town Drive
Abby Goldsmith, for your energy, passion, leadership, and
tremedous dedication to making a real difference in our
community through Project our Town.
LeAnn Hait, Joann Cantor, Lin Sunshine & Abby
Goldsmith, our Project Our Town Leadership Council. You
are such inspiring women and we feel like we won the
lottery after every meeting with you!
Jordan Gurrentz, for the tickets to The Fab Four at Levitt
Pavillion. It was a beautiful evening and a fun concert!

Underwrite an Event:

Join us at events and spread the word!

Join us for any or all of our events, forward the
information on to your friends, or send us their emails so
we can add them to our mailing list!

JTown's Governing Board:
Sheryl Gurrentz, President
Lin Sunshine, Secretary
Howard Wolsky, Treasurer
Clint Burnette
Sherri Ginsburg
Andy Gurrentz
Robin Singer

All the bakers who participated in the cheesecake contest!
Josh Zucker, for being so generous with his ideas and
expertise regarding health projects for Project Our Town.
Carol Singer, for volunteering in the office every week!

JTown is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization founded in 2017.
For more information, please visit our website jtownco.org or call 720-920-9086
CONTACT JTOWN:

jtownco.org

720-920-9086
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At our May Shabbat service, I shared the following "opening remarks." We have had quite a few
comments as well as requests to share it. I hope you enjoy it, that its message resonates with you,
and makes you feel proud to be the Jew you do. -- Cindy Abramson

How Do You Jew?
A few weeks ago, a leader in the Jewish community made
the following comment to Amy: “JTown is so awesome,
and growing so much, maybe more organizations should
be offering watered-down Judaism.” I don’t think it was
intended to be a back-handed compliment, but I’ve
stewed and stewed about it ever since.
We are definitely used to people misunderstanding what
JTown is and isn’t… Repeating over and over “no, we are
not a Temple; no, we are not looking to hire clergy; no we
aren’t looking for a building.” We have explained: “We are
kind of like a Hillel for adults, we offer opportunities for
Jews to be together."
But, I think the most important thing we’ve tried to be clear
about is that, we are not taking away, we are adding.
In reality, JTown is what you/we make it every time we are
together. There is no box to check or term to easily explain
it… It’s a JTown! A "JTown” is different, special, out of the
box, evolving, fluid, thoughtful, relevant, welcoming,
accepting, positive, inclusive, and fun!
It is not watered-down or “Jew Lite.” — If anything, it is the
exact opposite. Every single thing we do, whether it be a
social event, a service, or a social action project, it is
carefully and deliberately chosen.
We have a list of what we call our “Whys” on the wall in
our office that we made way back before we even
announced JTown. The “Whys” are answers to the
question “Why are we doing this?” They are our core
beliefs and determine everything we do. When building
the concept for JTown, we started with the Why first, and
then built out from there to the what and the how.
Here are some of our "Whys:"
k Relationships matter the most.
k Jews and Jewish families have changed, continue to

k
k
k
k

k

change, and look different from one another. And, there
are more interfaith families than ever before (some
recent statistics show that there are more interfaith
families than families with two married Jews).
Traditional synagogue models don’t work for everyone.
Our personal Jewish identities are fluid, individual, and,
wherever we happen to be at any given time, is valid.
People do not want to be judged or to feel “less than”
based on their knowledge, experience, or differences.
Jews, and the people who love them, the people they
share their lives with, want to feel equally welcome and
comfortable.
Jews being together IS a Jewish experience and IS a
Jewish community, period, regardless of what we are
doing.

So, what does JTown do? In a nutshell, four things:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Social programming
Alternative, lay-led worship services
Social action/community service work
Teen programming

Our social programming is just that, social. Whether it be
concerts, brewery tours, movies, picnics, parties, etc., as long as
we do it together, it is community. It is meant to have fun, build
relationships, meet people...oh, and did I mention have fun?
Our worship experiences are put together with great intention,
conversation, and research in order to create something that is
truly meaningful, that makes us think, and challenges us to be
better and do better. Our services include traditional prayers
and rituals interwoven with songs and readings meant to be
relatable and meaningful to our lives today. They are all lay-led,
anyone can help to lead, and each service becomes an
individual, unique reflection of its participants—a sum of all of its
parts.
Our teen programming has, in a very short time, become the
official BBYO SOUTH chapter. Our teens are planning
programs, making new friends, attending conferences,
participating in regional events, and learning leadership skills.
We have two teens from our chapter attending a leadership
conference this summer in Montreal! Mark my words, these
kids have very bright, Jewish futures.
Our social action work is an integral part of what we do. Much
of it is nondenominational and benefits a myriad of causes and
organizations. Caring for and serving our community is a
Jewish value, whether or not it is for a Jewish organization. Our
Project Our Town weekend in November already has over 30
projects and our volunteer base is growing every day. It
resonates so deeply, especially now, when what is happening
in the world seems to be so out of our control. This work we
are doing is truly going to change lives. We invite you to get
involved. Reach out to us at any time for more information.
So, THIS is what JTown is... does any of that sound watereddown to you?
Because all Jews are different, families are more diverse than
ever, and each of us has our own Jewish identity and feelings
about what is important and meaningful to us,—we all (each and
every one of us) get to choose as individuals and families how
we want to Jew!
And, at a time when Jews are at an all time low affiliation rate,
creating spaces and places like JTown might just be what
keeps Judaism alive and thriving.

How do you Jew?
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